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TUCKER CARLSON: Up next. Senator Lindsey Graham one of the Senate's biggest hawks
pushing for military action in Cuba, Syria, and Ukraine, and other places. And he joins us
next to discuss why he believes all that. Stay tuned.
CARLSON: Well, Donald Trump dismissed suggestions that Russian hacking swayed the
presidential election. He's also signaled his ready to work with Vladimir Putin and he's
criticized you as military adventurism in the Middle East. Many Republicans on Capitol Hill
though have a very different vision of world affairs.
And one of the most deserted voices on American foreign policy is Senator Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina, who serves on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and
he joins us here on the set in Washington. Senator, good to see you.
SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM (R), SOUTH CAROLINA: Thank you. Congratulations.
CARLSON: Well, thank you.
GRAHAM: I am glad to see somebody got picked.
CARLSON: Well, thank you. President-elect Trump has said basically, we don't want
conflict with Russia until we have two because it would not serve our interests. You have
said and I think I'm quoting you to hit them hard.
GRAHAM: Yes.
CARLSON: Why would that serve vital American interests?
GRAHAM: Great question. Number one, what Russia did in our election did not change
the outcome. Donald Trump is a legitimate president, Clinton lost because she was a bad
candidate. Trump won because he is the agent of change. It's not because what the
Russians did. But what they are trying to do is interfere in our election and what they're
doing all of the world is trying to break that bone of democracy. If you forgive Putin, your
screaming weakness. Remember the redline? You better not cross this redline -- I'm
coming after you with Assad.
CARLSON: Yes.
GRAHAM: Obama did nothing. If you forgive Putin for what he has done in our election,
what he's doing all of the world, he will be on steroids and it's the worst possible thing
you could do to reset relationships with Russia. You need to smack him in the face. I don't
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want to war with Russia, but I want them to pay a price for trying to undermining our
democracy and what they're doing all over the world rather democracies.
CARLSON: So you obviously were here for the debates surrounding the Iran deal.
GRAHAM: Yes.
CARLSON: And you are (INAUDIBLE) in that debate.
GRAHAM: Yes. Allows a deal.
CARLSON: Yes. So, during that debate, the government of Saudi Arabia and Israel, and
some of the Gulf States spent millions of dollars trying to influence the outcome of our
domestic conversation on that.
GRAHAM: Right.
CARLSON: They spied on us as you know, and they basically lobbied for their positions
on that. Now, we are close with all those countries, and I think we should continue be
and I think you agreed. How was that different?
GRAHAM: Well, one, you pay lobbyists to represent your interests, Israel does it. A lot of
foreign countries come to Capitol Hill. Foreign lobbyists. They'll say will you do A, B or C.
What the Russians did is they hacked into a political party. To a political party. They did it
to the Republicans. So, anyway, the backbone of democracy is political parties. When you
compromise one party, you compromise all.
CARLSON: So, wait a second, the Israelis and the Saudis and I think the Gulf States as
well, they spied on us during that period. They had the inside information and it was in
the press. About the deliberations over the Iran deal. I mean, I wasn't mad about it but
that happened.
GRAHAM: We spied another people?
CARLSON: Exactly. So why is what Russia did uniquely bad?
GRAHAM: This is uniquely bad. In my view, is because what you did is you hacked into a
political party. You gave that information to a foreign entity called Wikileaks and it was
used in a fashion to undermine confidence in our election. That is a redline that you
should never allow any foreign entity to cross. It's fundamentally different than coming up
here and asking me Mr. Senator to do A or B is a crime, it destroys democracy.
Let me tell you what they did in Georgia. When Georgia invited Crimea and
parliamentarians to come to a regional conference, they shut down the parliament's
website. And Estonia, when they took a Statue of Lenin down, the Russians cut off the
power in capital of Estonia.
CARLSON: Yes.
GRAHAM: This has to stop. If you give Russia a pass, you are screaming weakness. If you
give Putin a pass on this, we'll pay a heavy price. Because the Iranians and the Chinese
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are sizing us up. What they did to the Democratic Party, somebody could do to Trump.
What if Kellyanne Conway's emails are hacked?
CARLSON: Well, sure, I mean, I am against hacking but --
GRAHAM: What would you say?
CARLSON: I would say that is a (inaudible).
GRAHAM: Would you punish that country?
CARLSON: I don't know. Any country that breaks into the computers in the United States
and affects either, commerce or politics is bad. The Chinese, as you know have been
doing it for many years.
GRAHAM: I can't say it any better.
CARLSON: They broke in to the White House computer system under the Obama
administration and shut it down for two weeks. No one is protesting against China.
GRAHAM: Here is the answer to the world. Don't be like Obama. Don't do what Obama
did. Don't give every bad thug and dictator in the world to pass. Make somebody pay a
price for undermining our basic way of life. It is now time to reset the relationship with
Russia. I have introduced sanctions against Russia that are more hard-hitting than
Obama. Obama threw a pebble at Putin. I want to throw a rock.
CARLSON: Why don't you throw a rock at the Chinese?
GRAHAM: Count me in.
CARLSON: Sanctions against China?
GRAHAM: Absolutely, count me in.
CARLSON: Troops on the border?
GRAHAM: Troops on the border, well sure.
CARLSON: With China, I mean we could put troops in the border in a lot of countries.
GRAHAM: They are seizing islands on the others instead of resolving disputes, they
actually building military bases. Trump's right about this, he wants to push back against
China. Sanctions are tools in the toolbox. I don't want to go to war with anybody. But here
is what I am telling you, I'm not going to continue with the weakness we had for the last
eight years. The best way to get America back in good standing is to have a president
who will tell our enemies you cross us at your own peril and tell our friends it's ok to be a
friend of America. The Baltic States who live in the shadow of Russia, or all the
democracies members of NATO, they are scared to death of Russia. Georgia and the
Ukraine had been dismembered by Russia. Obama said on the sidelines and didn't do a
damn thing about it. Those states need to end.
CARLSON: But a lot of Americans are saying that, that is all true, and nobody is first
smaller states being subsumed by larger states. They are not getting bullied. That is
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good, but if you have, I don't know, a 19- year-old son like I do, why should I be pleased
at the prospect of him losing his life to defend Ukraine or Crimea?
GRAHAM: Here is what I would say. If you join the military, you do so wide open. I don't
want a war with Russia, but let me tell you, the last time we let one power, one country in
Europe start gobbling up the rest of Europe, we had World War II. Here is what I can tell
you. The World War means a lot to Putin.
CARLSON: Putin is Hitler?
GRAHAM: He is taking land, owned by others by force. And if you excuse that, where
does it stop?
CARLSON: I don't know. I mean, China took Tibet.
GRAHAM: We are not going to war with Tibet. Are you ok with him taking the Crimea and
disrupting (inaudible)?
CARLSON: No but it is a question of what is worth to us.
GRAHAM: It's worth a lot to me. Let me tell you, number one world war means a lot to me.
I don't want to live in a world where somebody can take something owned by another
just because they can. I don't live in a world where people want to be free or pressed
and kicked around by bullies. Putin kills his enemies, literally. He has destroyed every
instrument of democracy inside of Russia. He is exporting Putinism all over the planet. He
is partnered up with Assad, to help kill 400,000 Syrians. What does that matter to us?
Syrians had fled Syria, because of being killed by Russia, Iran and Assad. They're going
to go throughout the world. I want young Syrians to believe that America is their friend,
not their enemy.
CARLSON: So, Syria was, at the beginning of the civil war, about 10 percent Christian,
maybe a little bit more, if you're going to take a poll of Syrian Christians, how profound do
you think this (inaudible) would be for the Assad Regime?
GRAHAM: It is mixed. Assad has played the Christian card to his benefiters, sending I'm
here to help Christians. The bottom line is what Assad has done he is taken every voice
of opposition in his country and he extinguished it through the use of force. The Arabs
preying is real, people went out in the streets of Damascus, to ask to live in our country.
That is more socially dressed. I don't want to live in a country where few people get
everything and everybody else -- I don't want that.
CARLSON: Of course not. I mean it is a totally screw to a country run by a dictator, but I'm
asking about a very large or the largest Christian populations in the Middle East which
have been destroyed by the civil war. And no one in the United States has said much
about it. They are uniformly pro Assad. Let's be real, it is not mixed, they are for Assad.
He protected them.

Media Matters for America
4



GRAHAM: Not uniformly, but they are mostly close uniformly. I met with him not long ago.
Here's the deal. The best thing happened for Syria, when people in Syria decided the
leaders are not the Russians or Iranians. The Iranians have top of four Arab capitals. What
does that mean to us? If you allow Iran, the IOTO to develop and eco-weapon, I think he
will use it. He is on the path to do that. If you allow him to turn the Middle East upside
down, it will hurt us. Hezbollah is supported by Assad. Hezbollah is a mortal enemy to
Israel. If we allow the Iranians to dominate Damascus and put their puppet aside in
power, the Arabs in the region are never going to accept that and Israel is in a world of --
CARLSON: No offense, but the Assad, famously has been on power for over 50 years,
supported by The Iranians. So that is the status quo and it was a peaceful country
through which Americans could travel in which Christian were safe and now it is a
disaster. Is the free Syrian army, the answer?
GRAHAM: It was four years ago, probably not now. Here is what happens, Tucker, the
people of Syria rose up and it said we want a better government, a country without the
Assad family controlling everybody and everything. They did the same in Egypt. They did
the same Tunisia, the Arab spring isn't real. All I can tell you.
CARLSON: Is that thing good for Syrians, the Arab spring?
GRAHAM: I think the Arab spring was mismanaged by Obama. When the Iranian people
rose up against the IOTO in 2009, and the young lady was out in the streets, Obama, are
you with them or are you with us? He said I don't want to disturbed the relationship with
IOTO. What would Ronald Reagan have done? He would have sided with that young girl.
So the moment in time when we could have taken the IOTO and run them out of this
country, Obama gave him a pass. You know what I fear more than the Russians? The
Iranians with an eco-weapon, that is the IOTO was a religious NAZI. In 2009 his own
people stood up to him and we basically sat on the sidelines and watched them be
slaughtered. What does it matter to America? It matters a lot to me that we stand up for
our freedoms. Not just for ourselves but for others. And when it comes to dictators, thugs,
bullies, and Religious zealots, fight them over there. So we don't have to fight them here.
CARLSON: We are out of time, the obvious question is, if we apply the same standards to
Saudi Arabia and Georgia, where would we be?
GRAHAM: We are going to push it. They are not our enemies.
CARLSON: Senator it is great to see you. Thank you for that. That was really interesting.
GRAHAM: Love it, more to come.
CARLSON: Well, up next, famous people in Hollywood would have use the inauguration
to make it clear that monolithic liberalism is the only acceptable worldview. Everyone else
must be crushed. Radio Show Host Tammy Brunswick playing how Hollywood is like a
cult in that way.

Media Matters for America
5



Plus, the great Maria Bartiromo enters The Friend Zone, the good one, not the bad one
and not a minute too soon.
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